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CHAIRING STYLE 
   
Hello and welcome to the Lake Erie XV conference and the Environmental Programme committee.  As 
nations begin to acknowledge the impact the human race has on the environment and the long-term 
effects of our actions, environmental policy within nations is becoming a political hot topic.  More 
importantly, countries are realizing that the issue of the environment is not limited to an individual nation, 
but requires all nations to make a joint and unified effort to protect the earth. 
 
I have participated with MUN for many years, and have been involved at all levels of LEIMUN.  I 
understand that some participants will take this conference very seriously, some are just looking to have 
fun, and others are brand new to the experience.  With that in mind, I intend to satisfy everyone’s 
expectations of what they hope to get out of the conference.  To do that, it is important for you to 
understand my chairing style. 
 
Generally I am a very laid-back person, and my chairing style reflects my personality.  That said, I do 
expect respect amongst myself and the delegates.  When someone is speaking or a point is brought to 
the chair, I hope that everyone will give them their full attention.  The only two pet peeves that you 
should know about are dress code and being on time.  I make every effort to ensure that my chair is 
present to start debate at the scheduled time, and I expect the same of the delegates.  Also, I can 
understand that not everyone will be wearing expensive suits; however what you do have on should be 
clean and tidy.  This means you should look like you are working in the office, not having a night out at 
the club.  Since you are representing a country, how you dress and present yourself reflects that country 
and will be part of your Portrayal of Country score.  If you are unsure of the dress code, please refer to 
page 8 of the LEIMUN Handbook found at www.leimun.com 
 
Although my main goal is to facilitate debate and score your performance, I personally take on a 
coaching role for the committee as a whole.  I would much rather take 5 minutes out of a session to 
explain to the committee how a rule works than to have everyone confused for the entire conference.  I 
cannot coach delegates at an individual level, so I ask that no one feel too embarrassed to raise their 
placard in session to clarify a question.  You might be surprised to find out you’re not the only one that 
doesn’t know the answer.  At the end of the day, my goal is to ensure that everyone who leaves my 
committee at the end of the conference is a better delegate then when they came in. 
 
Since this is committee is dealing with the environment, I will be looking closely at your foreign policy.  
Just having the policy of “the environment is good, let’s work together” will not be enough to win an 
award.  I will expect that you know your county’s past actions (whether good or bad), which agreements 
your country has or has not signed, and any initiatives your nation has put forward either internally or to 
the global committee. 
 
Just remember, at the end of the day, we are here to learn and have fun in the process.  Should 
you have any questions, further information on the evaluative process, rules of procedure, and 
conference policies can be found on our conference website, www.leimun.com. Remember to use 
www.goodsearch.com for your research. Use LEIMUN as your designated charity and we earn a 
small amount every time you search!  Good luck and see you in October. 
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THE TOPICS 
 

Climate Change and Development  
 
UNEP’s Climate Change Programme focuses on four strategic priority areas: mitigation (focus on 
reducing greenhouse emissions), adaptation (reducing the risk of long-term climate change), 
science and communication.   
 
UNEP’s diverse and rich history with climate change dates from the late 1980s, when UNEP helped 
establish the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) with the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) and conducted assessments of the scientific understanding of climate change 
in preparation for the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED). 
 
Today, a variety of projects and initiatives spanning all UNEP Divisions address the effects of 
climate change on communities and ecosystems, help governments and the private sector reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases, and meet national and regional requests regarding specific 
responses to climate change. 
 
Part of the largest issues countries face when dealing with climate change is their ability to enforce 
policies to other countries.  With two of the most powerful countries, mainly China and the USA also 
being large contributors to greenhouse emissions, it is impossible to control the impact these 
countries have on a global scale with respect to the environment.  
 
In 2005 a major step to making climate change polices into international law occurred when signers 
of the Kyoto Protocol became legal bound to reduce emission by 5.2% below their 1990 levels by 
the end of 2012.  This was mainly possible with the signing of Russia the year prior who accounted 
for 17% of the 1990 emission. 
 
Questions 
 

·  Has your country ratified the Kyoto Protocol and if so, have they set targets above the 
treaty’s guidelines? 

 
·  Part of UNEP’s focus is on scientific research to better understand climate change, but 

should there be a role in helping develop green technologies?   
 

·  How do we handle countries which are abusers of the environment? 
 

·  Where do developing nations fit in Climate Change, and where does UNEP fit into their 
involvement to the global community? 

 
Links 
 

·  Goodsearch.com – a search engine powered by Yahoo that helps raise money for Lake Erie 
International Model United Nations (LEIMUN) 

·  http://www.state.gov/www/global/oes/fs_kyoto_climate_980115.html 
·  http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l28060.htm 
·  http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/home_en.htm 
·  http://www.unido.org/index.php?id=o3941 
·  http://www.unep.org/publications/ebooks/kick-the-habit/pdfs/KickTheHabit_en_lr.pdf 
·  http://www.ipcc.ch/ 
·  http://www.noc.soton.ac.uk/rapid/rapid2006/ 

·  http://www.iisd.org/climate/ 
·  http://unfccc.int/2860.php 

 



3 

Small Island Developing States  
 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) include low-lying coastal countries that share similar 
sustainable development challenges, including small population, limited resources, remoteness, 
susceptibility to natural disasters, vulnerability to external shocks, and excessive dependence on 
international trade. Their growth and development is often further stymied by high transportation 
and communication costs, disproportionately expensive public administration and infrastructure due 
to their small size, and little to no opportunity to create economies of scale.  Currently, fifty-one 
small island developing States and territories are included in the list used by the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs in monitoring the sustainable development of SIDS. 
 
The UN recognizes that SIDS are especially vulnerable to climate change and pollution, while not 
having the resources to be able to combat these threats.  UNEP, the GA and the World Bank are 
constantly working together to help fund sustainable development in these countries with a focus on 
protecting coral reefs, renewable energy, and biodiversity among other things. 

During the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Governments reaffirmed the special case of 
small island developing States, and called for an international meeting on their sustainable 
development. The General Assembly acceded to this request in December 2002 and decided to 
convene an international meeting in 2004 to undertake a full and comprehensive review of the 
implementation of the Programme of Action on Small Island Developing States.  

The international meeting took place in Port Louis, Mauritius, in 2005. This resulted in a renewed 
political commitment by all countries to undertake and focus on practical and pragmatic actions for 
the further implementation of the Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy. As per this 
Strategy, the United Nations is requested to mainstream SIDS issues within the mandates of its 
agencies, funds and programs to facilitate coordinated implementation at national, sub-regional and 
global levels.  

Questions 

·  Are there ways in which UNEP can help facilitate long-term solutions to the problems SIDS 
face more effectively? 

·  Are there any nations which are hindering the development process, and if so, what is their 
agenda? 

·  As developed countries advance their technology to generate more effective/clean energy, 
will SIDS be left behind or benefit from these advancement?  How can we help facilitate 
shrinking the resource gap between SIDS and Developed Nations? 

·  UNEP plays a middleman role in SIDS and the global community.  Is this the best role for 
UNEP or is their a better way to use our resources in this matter? 

Links 

·  Goodsearch.com – a search engine powered by Yahoo that helps raise money for Lake Erie 
International Model United Nations (LEIMUN) 

·  http://www.un.org/special-rep/ohrlls/sid/default.htm 
·  http://www.gpa.unep.org/content.html?id=284 
·  http://www.unep.org/geo/yearbook/yb2003/Englishpdf/Small_Islands.pdf 
·  http://islands.unep.ch/sids_strategy.pdf 
·  http://www.sids.unep.org/content.html?id=6&ln=6 
·  http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sids/sids_poa.htm 
·  http://www.sidsnet.org/aosis/ ·  http://www.sidsnet.org/5.html 
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Marine Litter  
 

Marine litter is any persistent, manufactured or processed solid material discarded, disposed of or 
abandoned in the marine and coastal environment. Marine litter consists of items that have been 
made or used by people and deliberately discarded into the sea or rivers or on beaches; brought 
indirectly to the sea with rivers, sewage, storm water or winds; or accidentally lost, including 
material lost at sea in bad weather. 

Marine litter originates from many sources and causes a wide spectrum of environmental, 
economic, safety, health and cultural impacts. The very slow rate of degradation of most marine 
litter items, mainly plastics, together with the continuously growing quantity of the litter and debris 
disposed, is leading to a gradual increase in marine litter found at sea and on the shores.  

UNEP’s Regional Seas Coordinating Office and the Global Programme of Action (GPA) have 
embarked on the development of a ‘global initiative on marine litter’. Although marine litter is found 
in all oceans and sea areas of the world, this proposed initiative would concentrate, among others, 
on the establishment and development of pilot regional activities in regions that are particularly 
affected. The global initiative would also provide a global platform for the establishment of 
partnerships, co-operation and co-ordination of activities for the control and sustainable 
management of marine litter. 
 
Questions 
 

·  Which countries are the largest producers of marine litter? 
 

·  Other than the obvious effects on coastlines, how are landlocked countries affected by 
marine litter, and how can less-developed countries protected themselves against the health 
effects of this issue? 

 
·  UNEP’s current roll in marine litter is developing and providing information to various 

organizations in and out of the UN framework.  Can UNEP take a policy-making roll in this 
situation? 

 
·  How does a country’s internal legal framework on environmental laws affect their ability to 

participate in positive change? 
 
Links 
 

·  Goodsearch.com – a search engine powered by Yahoo that helps raise money for Lake Erie 
International Model United Nations (LEIMUN) 

·  http://conference.plasticdebris.org/ 
·  http://www.ec.gc.ca/marine/debris/homeeng.htm 
·  http://seawifs.gsfc.nasa.gov/OCEAN_PLANET/HTML/ocean_planet_oceans_in_peril.html 
·  http://www.helcom.fi/publications/other_publications/en_GB/Outcome_Marine_Litter_Project/ 
·  http://www.cobsea.org/documents/Meeting_Documents/Marine%20Litter/Annex%205_Regio

nal%20Seas.pdf 
·  http://www.ioc-goos.org/component/option,com_frontpage/Itemid,1/ 
·  http://dinrac.nowpap.org/index.htm 

 
Biological Diversity  

During the last century, erosion of biodiversity has been increasing exponentially. It is estimated 
that 140,000 species are lost each year to extinction. This figure indicates unsustainable ecological 
practices, because only a small number of species come into being each year. Most of the species 
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extinctions from 1000 AD to 2000 AD are due to human activities, in particular destruction of plant 
and animal habitats. Almost all scientists acknowledge that the rate of species loss is greater now 
than at any time in human history, with extinctions occurring at rates hundreds of times higher than 
background extinction rates. 

Elevated rates of extinction are being driven by human consumption of organic resources, 
especially related to tropical forest destruction. While most of the species that are becoming extinct 
are not food species, their biomass is converted into human food when their habitat is transformed 
into pasture, cropland, and orchards. It is estimated that more than 40% of the Earth's biomass is 
tied up in only the few species that represent humans, our livestock and crops. Because an 
ecosystem decreases in stability as its species are made extinct, these studies warn that the global 
ecosystem is destined for collapse if it is further reduced in complexity.  

Factors contributing to loss of biodiversity are: overpopulation, deforestation, pollution (air pollution, 
water pollution, soil contamination) and global warming or climate change, driven by human activity. 
These factors while all stemming from overpopulation; produce a cumulative impact upon 
biodiversity. Some characterize loss of biodiversity not as ecosystem degradation but by conversion 
to trivial standardized ecosystems. In some countries, lack of property rights or access regulation to 
biotic resources necessarily leads to biodiversity loss. 

The rich diversity of unique species across many parts of the world exist only because they are 
separated by barriers, particularly seas and oceans, from other species of other land masses, 
particularly the highly fecund, ultra-competitive, generalist "super-species." These are barriers that 
could never be crossed by natural processes, except for millions of years in the future through 
continental drift. However, through the process of transportation, humans have been able to speed 
up the interaction of separated species, often for the worst. As alien species are introduced to new 
ecosystems, the balance which may have previously existed within said ecosystem is tipped, 
causing catastrophic consequences to the existing species within the ecosystem.  

 
Questions 
 

·  What is your state’s policy toward ecological preservation?  
 

·  What protection measures does your state have to ensure the protection of plant and animal 
species? 

 
·  What measures should the international community take in ensuring biological diversity?  

 
·  What, if any, enforcement mechanisms should be in place on an international level to ensure 

biological diversity? 
 
Links 
 

·  Goodsearch.com – a search engine powered by Yahoo that helps raise money for Lake Erie 
International Model United Nations (LEIMUN) 

·  http://www.unep.org/themes/biodiversity/ 
·  http://www.biodiv.org/default.shtml 
·  http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/biodiversity/ 
·  http://www.sierraclub.org/diversity/ 
·  Biological Diversity: The Coexistence of Species in Changing Landscapes. By: Michael Alan 

Huston 
·  Aspects of the Genesis and Maintenance of Biological Diversity. By: Michael E. Hochburg 
·  The Current State of Biological Diversity. By: E.O. Wilson   


